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beaten the anarchist Gatilina; and then Caesar had spoiled
everything, and Glodius had organised the workers and ruled
the city with riot till he was killed on the Appian Way. The
house further down had belonged to Glodius, and he had
leased it some ten years past to young Marcus Caelius, who
had been such a staunch friend to Gicero. Then, five years
ago, Caelius had transformed himself into a mob-agitator
and behaved like Glodius, till he was cut down in the south
by some Spanish cavalry. There was no principle anywhere.
Dolabella had been Cicero's son-in-law, and then he had
stepped into the place vacated by Caelius, agitating for
communistic measures.

Where would it all stop?

The men on the Gapitol were barricading the passages.
Some of them were armoured, and Gicero could see the
glitter of the weapons. He felt strong again. It was not
Brutus after all who was the leader of the day. Who had
kept alive the thought of a free State in the hearts of men but
Cicero himself? Gicero was the force that had struck Caesar
down and that now occupied the Capitol where the God of
the Romans dwelt.

Then Cicero saw a girl coming along the street below.
He thought for a moment of agony that she was Publilfab
He grasped the railings. Would the slaves remember their
instructions to say he was out, to refuse entrance at all costs?
But it wasn't Publilia. No need to fear that whining little
voice, that hot child-mouth.

"!T would not be disadvantageous to Your Majesty/' said
the lean, withered man clad in white Unen, and shod with
shoes of the finest woven-papyrus, "to have a Temple of the
Holy Mother at Rome.** He folded the hands, in which he
held a short branch of sea~wormwood3 and looked at
Cleopatra with bright, small eyes,

Cleopatra knew what he meant. She would be decidedly
pleased at any Egyptianising of Rome, and the priesthood
of Isis would be valuable spies and agents when they had
established their influence.

"I have no doubt Caesar will consider having the Senatorial
Decree against our worship withdrawn," she said, negligently.